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Information Resources Lapeer County Intermediate School District and 

its constituent districts do not discriminate on the 

basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, 

age, disability, weight, height, or marital status 

in their programs and activities.  The following 

persons have been designated to handle inquiries 

and assist in completing the Board-approved 

grievance procedure (Guidelines #2260B, 3122B 

and 4122 B) regarding the nondiscrimination poli-

cies: 

Michelle Proulx 

Director of Special Education  

(students) 

Ann M. Schwieman  

Director of Administrative Services  

and Personnel (staff) 

1996 W. Oregon Street 

Lapeer, MI 48446 

(810) 664-5917 



Who is a Speech and Language  

Pathologist? 

Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs) 

are professionals who specialize in 

evaluating, diagnosing and treating 

speech and language disorders. For 

eligible students, SLPs provide therapy 

to address the following skills: 

Language: The area of language 

is broad. It includes both receptive 

and expressive language skills. Re-

ceptive skills are the ability to under-

stand spoken language. Expressive 

skills are the ability to use spoken 

language to communicate. 

Articulation: The production of 

sounds that make up words is called 

articulation. Students who have dif-

ficulty making sounds correctly or 

substitute one sound for another may 

be hard to understand. 

Fluency: When people speak 

"fluently" their speech flows easily. A 

dysfluency is a break in the smooth, 

meaningful flow of speech, and may 

be referred to as stuttering or clutter-

ing. 

Voice: Misuse of the voice can 

cause serious problems for a stu-

dent. If the voice is misused it may 

lead to a constant hoarse voice or 

partial loss of voice. 

In addition, SLPs can assist students 

with severe communication deficits 

through Augmentative and Alterna-

tive Communication (AAC) strategies 

such as gesture systems, visual aids 

and communication devices. 

Speech and Language Services 
Frequently Asked Questions 

How do school-based speech-lan

guage services differ from hospital 

or clinic-based services? 

To receive speech-language services at 

school a student's disability must ad

versely effect educational performance. 

School-based services are designed for 

and aligned with learning and accessing 

the school curriculum. 

How can speech-language deficits 

affect a student's education? Learn-

ing takes place through the process of 

communication speaking, listening, read-

ing and writing. Speech and language skills 

are critical to success at school and can 

effect a student's ability to: 

 Be understood by others 

 Understand what is being taught 

 Acquire adequate literacy skills 

 Develop positive social interactions 

and self-esteem 

 Maintain grade level progress in all 

areas of the curriculum 

How are speech-language services 

provided at school?   If a student is 

found eligible to receive services through 

an IEP, direct and/or indirect speech-

language services can be provided. Direct 

services may include individual, small 

group or classroom-based therapy. In-

direct services may include consulting 

with teachers, conducting classroom ob-

servations, working with parents, and 

participating on student assistance 

teams. 

Who is Eligible? 
 

Students who demonstrate speech and/or lan-

guage deficits that interfere with their ability to 

benefit from education may be eligible for ser-

vices. 

How is Eligibility Determined? 

If a parent or teacher has concerns about a 

student's speech-language development, the-

se concerns may be discussed at a child 

study or student assistance team meeting. 

The school SLP can share information on 

speech-language development and suggest 

strategies to enhance communication skills at 

home and school. 

If difficulties persist and interfere with educa-

tion, a speech-language evaluation may be rec-

ommended. This evaluation typically includes 

formal and informal assessments, classroom 

observations, and input from parents and 

teachers. When the evaluation is completed, an 

Individualized Education Plan Team (IEPT) 

meeting is held with parents and teachers to 

determine if the student is eligible to receive 

speech-language services. 

 

Credentials of a Speech and Language  

Pathologist 

SLPs are college graduates with a masters degree 

and training in schools, hospitals and/or clin-

ics. School-based SLPs are certified by the 

Michigan Department of Education and/or the 

American Speech Language Hearing Associa-

tion. 


